

We live in throw-away society. The average British home now has at least 24 household appliances and when these go wrong, we simply throw them away. Around 25 million fridges, freezers, videos an mobile phones are thrown out every year. What happens to them? They are often put in a landfill (a big hole in the ground) where they damage the environment. 


Developed countries want cleaner technologies and better ways of dealing with waste, while developing countries like India or China, which hope for rapid economic growth, are less enthusiastic about pollution controls. In 1960,China was a mainly agricultural country with only 16% of its population in cities. That figure is now around 40% and growing every year. More and more energy is required by Chinese factories, and this comes from either coal or nuclear power. Both create environmental problems.


Of course, developing countries are only doing what other countries did 100 years ago. The USA has 5% of the world population, but consumes 24.5% of the energy produced in the world. This produces a huge amount of greenhouse gas.

The effects of pollution are seen everywhere-for example, the destruction of Scandinavian forest because of acid rain, or the smog of Los Angeles. Global warming is the result of gases gradually building up and stopping the Earth from cooling down. Since 1850 there has been a global rise in temperature of approximately 1°C.By 2100, the increase will be 2°C, which will cause the sea level to rise by 50 cm.


· In December 1997,60 industrialised countries signed the Kyoto protocol, an agreement which requires them to reduce greenhouse gases to levels below those of 1990.

· Several car companies are developing hydrogen fuel cell cars.
The only waste product of these car is water.

· More countries are trying to develop renewable energy production, for example solar and wind power; use fewer chemicals in agriculture; plant more trees; and provide greater protection for wildlife.

But the individual can make a contribution. We all need to think about our carbon footprint and:
REDUCE what we buy
REUSE things more
RECYCLE whatever we can.[image: image1.png]



